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Westmorland and Furness SEND Parent and Carer Update 
March 2026

Your feedback has told us that there is a lot going on right now for parents and carers of children with SEND, which can feel overwhelming.  We have prepared a summary to help.  Please get in touch if you need further information about anything or if you would like to be involved in conversations regarding shaping services going forward. We want to hear from you, so please join the conversation.
Email: 		SENDPartnership@Westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk 
Facebook: 		Westmorland and Furness SEND Partnership


Government SEND Reform White Paper: Putting Children and Young People First 

This White Paper proposes changes to the way children and young people with SEND are supported.  The aim of the reforms is to make the system simpler, more consistent and easier for families to navigate.  It is undergoing consultation with the public and professionals.  We understand that some parents and carers are concerned about the impact of potential changes.  As a Local Authority we are reviewing the proposals and what they will mean for our families - at this time there are no changes to the way we work.  The consultation is open until 18 May 2026 and for the time being, no decisions have been made or changes introduced.  
You can read the proposals and find out how to give your feedback to the government as part of the consultation here:
Every child achieving and thriving and SEND consultation supporting information - GOV.UK

There is also an easy read summary here:
Our plan to help every child do well at school easy read version 


Home to School Transport: policy changes consultation
 
There are proposed changes to Home to School Transport eligibility and support, which you can view here:
Home to School Transport: policy changes consultation | Westmorland and Furness Council
We are holding two SEND Parent/Carer Consultations online. This is your chance to ask questions and find out more about the proposed changes, so please join us if you can.
How to join on Teams: 
Download the Teams app (free) to your laptop or phone 
Click on the live link below, if prompted add in the Meeting ID and passcode. 
(sometimes the link takes you straight through, so press the ‘Join Now’ button)

	Tuesday 14th April 
12 noon - 1pm 
	Wednesday 15th April 
6 - 7pm
 

	Microsoft  TEAMS:
Meeting ID: 316 682 634 315 85
Passcode: xZ2J3gE9
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/31668263431585?p=IT4Xg6XwHomFKNsgBg

	Microsoft  TEAMS:
Meeting ID: 312 248 947 329 52
Passcode: 4ei3Rf9k
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/31224894732952?p=HIt2GNxJoQySfo8Duy








Autism and ADHD Pathway

Due to high demand and long waiting lists, the Lancashire and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust had proposed pausing the ADHD pathways in Westmorland and Furness, along with other changes including Autism in Lancashire.  This decision was quickly overturned after feedback from those affected.
There is an extension in place whilst the ICB and Foundation Trust decide who will deliver the service going forward.  There are currently no changes to the process and no children have lost their place on the waiting list.
We will continue to share information as it becomes available to us. 


EHCP Phase Transfers for secondary school: 
Children who will start Year 7 in September 2027

If your child has an EHCP and is in Year 5 this year, you will be invited to an Annual Review in the summer term or early in the autumn term. This review is called their Phase Transfer review and is an important part of their transition to secondary school.

The purpose of the review is to suggest changes to their EHCP so it is up-to-date and ready for the LA to consult with secondary schools. Please make sure you have contributed your wishes, feelings and aspirations for your child so we can include these in their updated Plan, as well as updated outcomes for the end of Key Stage 3 (Year 9). 

At this stage, you may already have a preference for the secondary school you want your child to attend, but you don’t need to have decided at this point. 
 
Following the review, we will contact you to tell you that we will be amending your child’s EHCP. The Proposed Amended EHCP will be sent to you in the Autumn term 2026 for your consideration and comment. We will also ask you at this point to tell us which secondary school is your preference for your child. We will consult your preferred school and also the closest school to your home (if this is different) with the proposed amended Plan. 

It is helpful at this point if you also apply through the usual Admissions process – although children with EHCPs are not allocated places at secondary school via this route, it helps to ensure that all parental preferences are taken into account.
 
We will name your child’s secondary school in Section I of the finalised Plan no later than 15th February 2027. 
 


Frequently Asked Questions

My child had their Year 5 annual review in February – will they have another review in summer?
 
If you have had a very recent review, your child’s school may choose to hold the Phase Transfer review in the Autumn term. If this is the case, we have asked them to hold it as early as possible in September, in order to give the team plenty of time to amend the Plan and consult secondary schools.  
 
What if I think my child will need a Resourced Provision or special school place for secondary?
 
Please discuss this in the Annual Review meeting and indicate what your parental preference for school is.  All requests to change type of provision will be considered at the LA’s  SEND Panel, which will take into account parental preference, needs of the child, their learning levels and the current provision in place to support their needs. 
 
Does my child have to attend their nearest school?
 
If you would like your child to attend a school not closest to home, we will consult both your preferred school and the nearest school to where you live. If there is a closer school which can meet your child’s needs but you ask us to name the school which is further away, you would not be eligible for Transport assistance so you would need to ensure you can transport your child to school.
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Westmorland and Furness SENDIASS 

SENDIASS remains in place to offer free, impartial advice and support around any SEND related matter. This includes understanding your rights relating to EHCPs, SEN support in schools, school transport, exclusions and health and social care.
Website: 	Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) | Westmorland and Furness Council
Facebook: 	SENDIASS Facebook
Email:  	sendiass.waf@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk 


	Area
	Coordinator
	Telephone
	Email

	SEND IASS Manager
	Jen Whittam
	07384 241 523
	jennifer.whittam@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk

	Kendal, Windermere and Grange 
	Cat Critoph
	07384 241 516
	cat.critoph@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk

	Barrow and Ulverston
	Kate Brocker-Redhead
	07826 914 976
	kate.brocker-redhead@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk

	Penrith and East Cumbria
	Emma Stephenson
	07769 935 446
	emma.stephenson@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk







Westmorland and Furness SEND Parent Carer Forum

In December 2025, Contact (the organisation responsible for administering parent carer participation funding) decided that SENDAC could not continue to represent both Westmorland and Furness and Cumberland.  
Contact have appointed their associate, Laura Burling to help form a Forum for Westmorland and Furness parents and carers.  She is running a series of engagement sessions, the details of which we will continue to share. 
Tel: 07808 774233 or email laura.burling@contact.org.uk  
Whilst work continues to establish the new Westmorland and Furness parent and carer forum, it is important to know that SENDIASS are available to provide support to parents with any SEND related matter. SENDIASS continue to ensure that the voices of parents and carers are heard. Contact details for individual SENDIASS coordinators are above or email: sendiass.waf@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk 
SENDAC is no longer able to offer membership to Westmorland and Furness parents and carers, but their Facebook page remains a useful source of information. 
Sendac - Cumbria Parent Carer Forum | Facebook 

Westmorland and Furness All Age Carers Support Service


The service  provides a full range of support for unpaid carers of all ages, including young carers aged 5–18 and adult carers, who care for someone who lives within Westmorland and Furness, including:

· Statutory carer assessments
· One-to-one support planning
· Information and advice
· Access to health & wellbeing services
· Opportunities for breaks from caring
· Peer support and online communities
· Access to online carers community
· Volunteering opportunities
· Training for professionals

Please note a new provider is in place from 1st April 2026 with new contact details, although some staff will be transferring over.  
Tel: 01539 457525  email: enquiries@wfcarers.org.uk
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